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  54th annual ARIPEX Stamp Show Coming to Mesa in February
Witness historic pieces of the United States Postal Service, and you may even find out that you own a valuable artifact in your personal collection!
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Thursday, January 12, 2012
Who:                                           ARIPEX sponsored by The Arizona Federation of Stamp Clubs

What:                                          54th Annual Edition of the World-Renowned International Philatelic (stamp) Exhibition

Where:                                       Mesa Centennial Hall

                                                    263 North Center Street

                                                    Mesa, AZ. 85201

When:                                         February 24-26, 2012

Cost:                                            Free Admission

Additional Info: The Arizona Federation of Stamp Clubs is proud to hold the ARIPEX 2012 annual philatelic exhibition, now in its 54th year, February 24 – 26 in Mesa. ARIPEX is one of the largest and longest running American Philatelic Society World Series of Philately featuring rare artifacts from Arizona's postal history, as well as 37 stamp dealer booths and 4,500 pages of competitive exhibits.

This year's theme, “Tracing The History Of The United States Through The Post Office Department”,is in celebration of the 100th anniversary of Arizona’s statehood.  ARIPEX is one of the official events of 2012 celebrating the Centennial of Arizona, which officially became a state on February 14, 1912.

This year’s show will feature many relics of American history with Smithsonian-worthy stamps worth millions of dollars thanks to William H. Gross, who has loaned two incredibly historic stamps from his personal collection for the show attendees to observe. During the past eighteen years, Mr. Gross has diligently and tenaciously assembled what is, without question, one of the finest collections of United States stamps and postal history ever formed. It is a breathtaking and comprehensive array, consisting of mint singles, largest known multiples, plate number multiples and outstanding postal history.

From this impressive collection Mr. Gross will be loaning the Inverted Jenny plate maker initial block, that has been exhibited at the Smithsonian Museum in Washington DC. The Inverted Jenny block, worth well in excess of $2.25 Million, is a United States postage stamp that was printed in 1918 with the upside down blue image of the Curtiss JN-4 airplane in the center of the design. With only one physical sheet of 100 of the inverted stamps ever found, this stamp is not only one of the most famous errors in American philately, but also one of the most coveted pieces as well.

In addition to the iconic Inverted Jenny, a Pony envelope, also previously exhibited at the Smithsonian, and valued in excess of $1 Million will be on display at this years ARIPEX. This Pony Express envelope never made it on its trip in August 1860 from San Francisco to St. Joseph Missouri. The Pony Express rider was killed by Indians, which resulted in the mail he carried being lost for two years. In 1862 the saddle bag with the letters was found and finally made its way to New York, arriving with notation that reads “recovered from a mail stolen by the Indians in 1860”.

Not only can you witness these iconic pieces of history, but there will be an Antiques Road Show inspired opportunity for those of you who may have old stamps, envelopes, documents and letters laying around that you have always wondered just what they might be worth. ARIPEX is the perfect opportunity to learn what pieces of postal history you own, and find out if you have a million dollar item in your possession.  This “Stamps in the Attic” component will be featured again this year providing attendees with an opportunity to receive informal appraisals of their personal collections throughout the show.

The ARIPEX show will run from February 24-26, 2012; Friday and Saturday 10am-5:30pm and Sunday 10am-3pm.  Admission is FREE and the public is welcome, so bring the whole family to see these unique artifacts of US postal service history.

The extremely high value stamps will be available to print and electronic media for photo and video opportunities. For additional information regarding the 2012 ARIPEX Stamp Show visit www.aripex.org. To schedule interviews, contact Melissa Rein.
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